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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether wt be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—Sr. JoHN vii: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder John W. Taylor at the 
General Conference of the Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
April 5, 1895. 

It gives me great pleasure to have the privilege of meeting with the 
Latter-day Saints, in this conference. I need not say to you that I have 
been highly delighted with the sound instruction that we have received 
this morning and the testimonies that have been borne by Elders A. H. 
Cannon and M. W. Merrill. These brethren have been portraying to this 
congregation the great necessity for the people being employed. I imagine 
that some people also need their minds employed. I delight, my brethren 
and sisters, to belong to an association that worships God, and where all 
things are done by common consent. I delight to be numbered among 
that people where every man can speak his own views without feeling 
under any restrictions. [ delight in being associated with an organization 
where there is a perfect law of liberty extended unto the members thereof. 
Paul the Apostle said he was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it 
was the power of God unto salvation unto all those who believed, and a 
perfect law of liberty—that is, perfect liberty to do what was right. 

While sitting on my seat I have been going over a little of the early 
history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In speaking 
of these things I have to depend entirely upon what I have read and what 
I have heard others say; but as near as I can understand Joseph Smith 
came to establish the Church of Christ upon the earth in this the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times. He was not a graduate of college. He 
was not a man who prepared himself to be the leader of this great dis- 
pensation. He was an ordinary man, laboring with his father in the fields. 
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But the Lord had mercy upon the young man, and undoubtedly he had 
been ordained before the foundations of the earth were laid to come forth 
in this dispensation to be the medium through which the Lord should 
reveal His mind and will unto the children of men. 

But there is one thing I have noticed; from the very time that the 
Prophet Joseph went out to pray in secret in the woodlands in the State 
of New York, the power of Satan has been manifest. That power attacked 
the young man to such an extent that it seemed like it would destroy 
him; but our Father in Heaven and His Son Jesus Christ, condescending 
to answer the prayers of the young Prophet, came down and visited him, 
and the power of Satan was at once banished. Now, is it not strange that 
the devil could not allow this young man to be alone while he poured out 
his soul unto God? It may seem strange to some, but I must confess that 
I have got to that condition of mind where it does not look strange to me. 
We find that the Prophet of the Lord, in going to keep his appointments 
with the angel Moroni, was interrupted and waylaid by ruffians who 
desired to destroy his life. We find that the ministers of the various 
denominations in the region in which he lived were aroused with bitter 
animosity against him, and from that time forth it was one continual 
stream of oppression and opposition, until the day he laid down his life 
for the testimony of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I think the 
Prophet was arrested some forty-nine times and honorably acquitted of 
the charges that were made against him. 

While traveling in the Southern States, I visited the home of Colonel 
Charles Zachary a resident of Henry County, Georgia. He had attended 
a meeting that was held by Elder Mathias F. Cowley and myself, and 
invited us to his home after the meeting. He was a man of prominence 
and experience, his hair was as white as snow. He said to me that there 
was something strange and remarkable about the Mormon people. He 
remembered well of hearing many years ago of a young prophet called 
Joseph Smith, that professed to receive revelations from the Lord, in the 
State of New York. He also remembered hearing of him going to Ohio, 
and from there to some of the western states. He said he had been 
reading the newspaper for about forty years, and had read a great many 
articles about the Latter-day Saints, but had never read anything good 
about them. But, he said, what has impressed me very strongly is the 
fact that you people have grown and multiplied, and finally you are 
taking a part in the politics of the nation. He remarked that he thought 
he could see something in the destiny of the Mormons that had a greater 
power with it than the power of man. Well, I felt complimented to 
belong to the organization to which this gentleman referred. 

After the Prophet had left the State of New York he was busy all the 
time, and the opposition against him became great and powerful. You 
all know the history of the persecution of the Saints in Missouri and in 
Illinois. The persecution began to have its effects upon some of the 
Latter-day Saints. Asin the parable of the Savior, some of the seed had 
fallen upon stony ground, and when persecution came they turned away 
sorrowing; it was found that the seed had not taken good root. This can 
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be seen in the early history of the Church. There was one man who held 
the position of counselor to the Prophet Joseph Smith; he was a great 
orator, and he became so enthused with the power of his oratory that he 
thought he could carry the kingdom of God before him, and he told the 
Prophet that he thought he could get along without him. The Prophet 
said, “You try it, Sidney.” He did try it, and he withered up and became 
almost unknown, and lost his Priesthood, his gift, his power, as do all 
those who have turned their faces away from this people and opposed the 
presiding authority thereof from that day to this; but the kingdom of 
God has not been shaken, but has gone steadily forward and onward 
until it has arrived at a condition when there will be present during this 
conference representatives of from fifteen to twenty nations, who will 
hold up their hands to support Wilford Woodruff as the Prophet, Seer, 
and Revelator to this Church. Many of the Saints found fault with the 
Prophet Joseph. Some of the presiding authorities found fault with him; 
and at one time things had reached such a climax that there were only 
two of the Twelve Apostles, then present, who stood firm and faithful to 
the Prophet Joseph. Satan is a man of great intelligence, having dwelt 
with God the Eternal Father; and he knew that Joseph Smith was, in 
embryo, one of the greatest prophets that ever came forth among the 
children of men. Therefore, he sought by seizing hold of and over- 
powering him to blot out the possibility of the Church of God being organ- 
ized in this the dispensation of the fulness of times. But this is another 
instance which shows that the wisdom of the Lord is greater than the 
cunning of the devil. The Lord came to the Prophet’s aid when he knelt 
in the woodlands in secret prayer, who was assailed by Satan, and he had 
strength given to him according to his day and he was released from the 
power of the evil one. 

What I want to bring before your minds is this: Here were men who 
had testified that God the Eternal Father had given them a testimony, 
who had testified that Jesus Christ was the Son of the true and living 
God, and that Joseph Smith had been raised up as a prophet, and they 
turned their faces away from the servant of God in the hour of tribulation. 
These are they, my brethren and sisters, that the Savior likened unto the 
seed that fell upon stony ground and it did not grow. They stood firm 
for a little season, but when persecution came they found fault with the 
Prophet and spoke evil of the work of God. 

Now, I can see that same spirit just as plainly to-day working among 
the Latter-day Saints as it worked in the State of Missouri in early times. 
I can see in the background one or two apostates, publishing a document 
to which they do not sign their names, crouching down behind the grass 
like an assassin who is going to leap upon the passer-by and stab him in 
_ the back. I can see that same spirit of apostasy lurking underneath the 
surface, attacking the present presiding authorities of the Church. I 
refer, as an instance, to the correspondence to the New York 7'imes that 
has appeared in its recent issues, attacking President Cannon in a very 
shameful manner, and inferring that the presiding authorities of this 
Church are deceiving this people, and plundering them. Bless your soul, 
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this is only another inspiration of Satan, who prompted the persecutions 
in the State of Missouri until the people were worked up til) they were 
willing to put the Prophet Joseph Smith to death. 1 am not speaking 
now of the people of the world; but there were Latter-day Saints, so- 
called, who willingly gave their consent to these things. And we have 
got men and women in our midst to-day who willingly gave their consent 
to these falsehoods that are published abroad about those whom God has 
placed to preside over us. I want to tel] you that no man, after having 
held up his right hand consenting to support certain men as the presid- 
ing authorities of this Church, can fight those men without breaking 
his covenants, and transgressing the commandments of the Almighty. 
Whether in a church or in a business capacity, where you niake covenants 
to do certain things, if you do not do them you are covenant-breakers. 
Those who are free and clean from this may rejoice and be exceeding glad. 
I tell you the tongue of man was given unto him to confess the truth. The 
testimony of Jesus Christ is given unto this people that we may testify of 
Him. The presiding authorities of this Church are given unto this people 
that they may guide and direct us by the revelations of Almighty God. It 
is a day of prophets, or it is a day of nothing. Therefore, set your houses 
in order, and do not be finding fault with the presiding authorities of this 
Church. I hear of men saying that President Woodruff is an aged man, and 
Presidents Cannon and Smith have their own way about things. Presi- 
dent Woodruff is eighty-eight years of age. How many men are here in 
this congregation that are eighty-eight years old? Christ gave to Peter the 
authority to bind on earth and it should be bound in heaven, to loose on 
earth and it should be loosed in heaven. Peter called unto his assistance 
James and John that they might counsel with him. What is the object of 
having a counselor? Is it that he shall sit down and be like a piece of 
wood? No! The place of the counselors in the presidency of this Church 
is to stand and hold up the arms of the Prophet until the sun goes down, 
if necessary, and Israel prevails. A counselor is supposed to counsel. He 
is supposed to have an opinion of his own. He is supposed to be filled 
with the power and inspiration of Almighty God; when old age overtakes 
the Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, his counselors are there to stand by and 
strengthen him, and to give counsel by virtue of the authority vested in 
them. I want to say that I rejoice exceedingly when there is so much 
fault found with the presiding authorities of this Church, because I know 
that the spirit of their calling is with them. I know that the enemies of 
Zion would like to see the watchmen step down from the towers of Zion, 
and leave the gates unguarded and the people at the mercy of a drove of 
ravenous wolves. But thanks be to the Lord our God that we have men 
of long experience, and men who have been tried and proven in the 
Church of God, to stand in that great and important position. We are 
one, brethren and sisters; one in the testimony of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, one in a desire to build up the Church and to see the Latter- 
day Saints exalted to that great and honorable position which God testi- 
fied they should occupy in the last days. We are not restricted in our 
opinions. I want to say, for the benefit of the Latter-day Saints and all 
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the world, that I have belonged to the quorum of the Twelve Apostles for a 
nuinber of years, have had the great privilege of meeting with the First 
Presidency often, and have always had the privilege of speaking my mind 
plainly and candidly, without any restriction; and it has been the same 
with the other brethren. But I want to say this: when a question is 
decided, it is decided unanimously; and if I, being young, have made a 
fool of myself by differing continually with men of wisdom, and they show 
me wherein I am wrong, it is not to be supposed that I shall remain a fool 
forever, and not unite with my brethren. No, it is my duty always to 
acknowledge the truth. We delight that we are one. I delight to see the 
Presidency of this Church stand firm and steadfast and as one man, even 
as God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost are one 
—not one in person, but one in faith, one in authority, one in principle, 
and one in testimony. 

I feel with all my heart to say to the Latter-day Saints, let us not become 
tainted with the spirit of fault-finding. Let us remember that the Holy 
Ghost guides us in the way of all truth; and if we all have that Spirit we 
all see alike. I want to tell you this; when you see the Presidency of the 
Church divided, and the Apostles divided, and the people divided in the 
things of God, then you will hear the glad shouts of our enemies, for they 
will rejoice exceedingly. Satan, the father of lies, and the instigator of all 
the persecutions against this people from the sixth day of April, 1830, until 
the present day, is just as full as ever of life, energy, and determination to 
to carry out his mission against the principles of truth and righteousness. 

Brethren and sisters, if any of you have found fault with the Bishop of 
your ward, or with the president of your stake, or with the presiding 
authorities of the Church, go home and repent of your sins, and put your 
households in order. When your children ask you for bread, do not give 
them a scorpion in the way of slandering the presiding authorities of the 
Church; for I tell you the seed that you sow in the hearts of your children 
will be hard to uproot. I bear testimony unto you that no man speaking 
by the Spirit of the Lord will ever criticise the authorities of the Priest- 
hood which God has placed over him, after he has had the privilege of lift- 
ing up his hand either to support or not support that man. Let us be 
one, and not desire always to have our own way, and be determined to 
have it. For that reason the devil to-day is in opposition to the principles 
of truth and righteousness. He was determined to have his own way, and 
all those who were determined to have their own way went with him, to 
the number of about one-third of the hosts of heaven. Let us feel to say, 
“Our Father who art in heaven, thy will be done.” That is the spirit the 
Latter-day Saints should enjoy. May the Lord bless you, my brethren 
and sisters. And should there be any strangers present, [ say unto them, 
God has revealed unto this people the principles of truth and righteous- 
ness; and if you will repent of your sins, and go down into the waters of 
baptism, you shall receive the testimony of the Holy Ghost, and you shall 
know for yourselves that what I say is true. God bless you all and the 
honest in heart in all the world, and help us to be worthy of eternal life, 
is my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Saints of the Scottish Conference met in Neilson’s Hall, 89 Ingram 
Street, Glasgow, on Sunday, July 14, 1895. There were present: Anthon 
H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Victor P. Wells and John 
H. Burrows, of the Liverpool Office; Stephen W. Ross, President of, and 
Charles Peterson, Traveling Elder in, the Irish Conference; John L. 
Fackrell, President of, and William Blain, George Scott, George A. Finlay- 
son, Stewart Eccles, Reuben Gardner, Daniel Stevens, Edward B. Nelson, 
George Stuart, George R. Moses, John B. McMaster and Alexander M. 
Ledingham, Traveling Elders in, the Scottish Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m., and were well 
attended. The Spirit of the Lord rested upon the Elders who spoke, as 
also upon the congregations; it was a time of rejoicing to all present. 
President Lund spoke in the afternoon in a very interesting and instruc- 
tive manner, taking for his text a portion of Christ’s sermon on the 
mount. He also occupied part of the evening session, speaking upon the 
sacrifices and persecutions of the Elders, the apostasy from, and the 
restoration of the Gospel, and the divinity of the mission of the Prophet, 
Joseph Smith, referring to his life, works, teachings, and prophecies. 
Especially was the speaker earnest in exhorting the Saints to faithfulness 
to their covenants. 

The statistical report of the Conference and the report of the labors of 
the Elders during the last six months, ending June 30, 1895, were read as 
follows: High Priests 1; Seventies 11; Elders 30; Priests 5; Teachers 8; 
Deacons 8; members 222; total 285. Tracts distributed 62,560; books 
given away 153; books loaned 243; books sold 134; general meetings 448; 
open-air meetings 23; Sunday Schools 24. Baptisms 54; confirmations 54; 
ordinations 3; children blessed 32; emigrated over eight years old 16; 
emigrated under eight years old 10; died 1. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at the Conference house at 10:30 a.m. on 
Monday morning at which the Elders reported their labors. They bore 
powerful testimonies to the manifestations of the Holy Spirit which had 
been witnessed in their administrations. a Orr, President of Auchen- 


gray Branch said there was a family that had lately joined the Church. 
A child six years of age belonging to this family had through sickness 
when an infant become unable to speak. It was not capable of conveying 
its thoughts by making articulate sounds. When the parents were bap- 
tized and learned that the same blessings are enjoyed by the Saints now 
as formerly they requested the Elders to anoint the child with holy oil © 
and administer the ordinance of healing. This was done on the regular 
fast-day. That evening Elders Eccles and Moses who performed the 
ordinance heard the child imitate words it heard, and now only a few 
weeks since it was blessed the child can be understood easily. Even non- 
members of the Church express their astonishment at the improvement 
so plainly manifest. The parents are filled with gratitude to God for His 
mercy in bestowing the gift of speech on their child. Brother Stuart re- 
ported the case of a sick lady whom the doctors had given up, saying there 
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was no possible chance for her to recover. He and Elder Scott adminis- 
tered to her and she was healed, to the great astonishment of her relatives 
and acquaintances. She has since received the Gospel by being baptized. 
All felt well paid for coming together, having partaken of a bounteous 
spiritual feast. DANIEL STEVENS, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


It is said that if two tuning forks of the same pitch are placed facing each other, the 
one sounding, the other silent, in a few seconds the silent one will be giving out a distinctly 
audible note. 


A scheme for a gigantic museum, representing when completed the expenditure of 
more than $4,000,000, is contemplated in Philadelphia. The idea is to group together 
near the University of Pennsylvania campus the leading collections of several institutes 
and museums. 


The color of one’s clothing has considerable to do with his comfort in summer or winter. 
When exposed to the sunlight, white, it is said, receives 100 deg. Fahr. ; dark yellow, 
140; light green, 155; dark green, 168; blue, 198; and black, 208. ‘Therefore the person 
who dresses in light colors during the summer has about double the protection from the 
heat that the man or woman in black has. 


In his work on the senile heart Dr. Balfour tells us that there are two parts of the 
human organism which, if wisely used, “largely escape senile failure.” These two are 
the brain and the heart. Persons who think have often wondered why brain workers, 
great statesmen, and others, should continue to work with almost unimpaired mental 
activity and energy up to a period when most of the organs and functions of the body are 
in a condition of advanced senile decay. There is a physiological reason for this, and Dr. 
Balfour tells us what it is. The normal brain, he affirms, ‘‘remains vigorous to the last,” 
and that, “‘because its nutrition is especially provided for.” About middle life, or a 
little later, the general arteries of the body begin to lose their elasticity and to dilate 
slowly but surely. They become, therefore, much less efficient carriers of the nutrient 
blood to the capillary areas. But this is not the case with the internal carotids, which 
supply the capillary area of the brain. On the contrary, those large vessels “continue to 
retain their pristine elasticity, so tbat the blood pressure remains normally higher than 
within the capillary area of any other organ in the body. The cerebral blood-paths being 
thus kept open, the brain-tissue is kepbbetter ished than the other tissues of the 
body.” 

An Arizona correspondent of the San Diego Union gives the following definitions of the 
names of various Indian tribes in that wild and woolly territory, and the habitat of each: 
Apache means man—Adam; of the Apaches there are the Tontos (fools,) Chiricahuas 
(mountains,) the Mojaves (half-breeds,) the Coyoteros (coyotes,) the Mescaleros (mescal 
eaters.) The Pimas are on the Gila river; the Maricopas are affiliated with the Pimas; 
Papagoes are baptized-Pimas; Yumas are on the lower Colorado river; Mojaves are on 
the upper Colorado river; Moquis inhabit the Indian city called by the Spaniards the 
City of Buffalo and described by the poet Southey as descendants of the colliery of Madoc, 
Prince of Wales, who sailed west in the twelfth century with several ships and never 
returned. These are by far the most interesting Indians in Arizona. They have visited 
Salt Lake, Utah Territory, and conversed with Welsh Mormons, but the idiom is much 
changed in all these centuries. There was a tradition that they had a Welsh Bible, but 
it has not been found. The Yavapais are mountain Indians, in the northern part of the 
territory, in Yavapai county; the Huailapais are a mountain tribe on the Santa Maria; 
the Supais are a remnant of the cliff dwellers, near the canyons of the Colorado river; 
the Cocopas (Water Indians) are on the Colorado river in eastern San Diego county and 
Mexico; the Navajoes (knifers) are in the northern part of Arizona and New Mexico. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 1895. 


A DIVINE RECORD. 


Worp comes from Richmond, Missouri, that David J. Whitmer, the son of 
David Whitmer one of the three witnesses to the Book of Mormon, died 
on June 16. He received from his father just previous to the latter’s death 
the manuscript from which the type for the first copy of that book was 
set up. It was a transcript of the original translation and was much 
valued by its owner. The death of this man revives the memory of 
incidents connected with the bringing forth of the Book of Mormon, 
which, although somewhat familiar to many readers of the Star, will yet 
bear repetition. 

When David Whitmer died in 1888, there were many of the papers in 
the United States which gave more or less extended accounts of his con- 
nection with the Book of Mormon and the establishment of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. A reporter of the Richmond 
Democrat interviewed him and listened to the story of the old gentleman 
wherein he told how Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery had come to him 
in his field with the request that he accompany them to the woods near 
by for the purpose of witnessing a manifestation that’ should enable him 
and Oliver to become witnesses to the sacred record. 

On January 22, 1888, Mr. Whitmer the elder called his family and some 

riends to his bedside, and said to the attending physician: “Dr. Buch- 

anan, [ want you to say whether or not I am in my right mind, before 
giving my dying testimony.” The doctor replied: “Yes, you are in your 
right mind, for I have just had a conversation with you.” He then said 
to all who were present: “Now you must be faithful in Christ. I want 
to say to you all, the Bible and the record of the Nephites (Book of 
Mormon) is true, so you can say you have heard me bear wy testimony 
on my death-bed. All be faithful in Christ and your reward will be 
according to your works. God bless you all.” 

The reporter who listened to the narration of the story of the angel’s 
visit says concerning Mr. Whitmer: “While describing this vision to us, 
all traces of a severe cold from which he was suffering disappeared for the 
time being, his form straightened, his countenance assumed almost a 
beatified expression, and his tones became strangely eloquent. Although 
evidently no studied effort, the description was a magnificent piece of 
word-painting, and he carries his hearers with him to that lonely hill by 
the old farm and they stood there with him awed in the divine presence. 
Skeptics may laugh and scoff if they will, but no man can listen to Mr. 
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Whitmer as he talks of his interview with the angels of the Lord without 
being most forcibly convinced that he has heard an honest man tell what 
he honestly believes to be true.” Such then is the effect of the testimony 
of a man whom it was said Joseph Smith deceived into saying that he 
had seen an angel. It might be possible for one man to say he had seen 
a vision, and he be mistaken, but it is clearly an impossibility for that 
man to make three others see the same thing at the same time, and force 
them to testify to it in so positive and solemn a manner as did the three 
witnesses to the Book of Mormon. 

It must be remembered that all three of these witnesses afterwards 
turned against Joseph Smith, and if they had been assisting him to per- 
petrate a deception then was the time when they would surely have tried 
to make amends. But not one of them ever denied the truth of their 
statements contained in the Book of Mormon. As above related David 
Whitmer on his death-bed affirmed it with all the power he could com- 
mand. Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris both became members of the 
Church again before their death, thus showing their sincerity and faith 
in the organization which Joseph Smith established under God’s direction. 
Oliver, in order to be admitted on the latter occasion, had to make a 
humble acknowledgement of his transgression, and a confession of repent- 
ance. He was naturally of a proud disposition, had at one time been the 
second Elder in the Church, so called by revelation, and for him to beg 
the privilege of becoming simply a member of the Church after being out 
of it for several years is a testimony stronger if possible than that which 
he originally bore. 

There are also the eight witnesses who declare that they saw the plates 
and handled them, that they had the appearance of gold, and the work- 
manship or engraving on them was very curious and apparently ancient. 
Not one of these ever wavered in his testimony to the truth of his state- 
ments, though, like the three witnesses, some of them for a time opposed 
Joseph Smith and declared him to be a fallen prophet. 

How can the world overcome such an array of. proofs that the Book of 
Mormon is of divine origin? One writer has said that the testimony is 
unreliable because it was not subscribed before a notary public. If his 
reasoning were sound it would also sweep away all the written evidences 
of Christianity that are in existence, for such a course was not pursued 
by any of the New Testament writers. Paul says he saw a vision of 
Christ, and the world will accept this without question; but when Joseph 
Smith, Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris declare that 
they saw an angel, the same world heaps all manner of abuse upon them. 

It is a startling thing to hear for the first time the story of the Book 
of Mormon related, but it is much more unreasonale to think that the 
witnesses would combine in a scheme to deceive people, and that that 
‘combination of testimony should remain unbroken even when the wit- 
nesses themselves became opposed to the leader, and by affirming their 
testimony were building up and strengthening him in his position. The 
history of the world can scarcely furnish another miraculous instance that 
has so much evidence in favor of it, for if these men had been frauds in 
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the beginning they would afterwards have done all in their power to 
counteract the evil they had done. It is by the testimony thus given 
that the world will be judged, and it is of the utmost importance that all 
men should find out whether the statements are true or not. The message 
given to the world by the Latter-day Saints is that these things are true, 
and they call on all men to investigate for themselves, for there will come 
a time when many will be astonished to find out that these hated people 
have been the only ones preaching the true Gospel of Christ. B. 


PRESIDENT ANTHON H. Lunp left for the Continent on Friday, July 26, 
to be gone several weeks. Before returning he will visit the conferences 
of the Netherlands, the Swiss and German, and the Scandinavian Missions, 
The readers of the Star will hear from him through its columns while he 
is away. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder F. A. Huish has been honorably 
released from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Turkish Mission, to 
return home. 

Elder Thomas 8. Newman has been released from laboring as Traveling 
Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, and has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference. 


EARLY MISSIONARY WORK IN IRELAND. 


THE following is an extract from a letter written by Elder John D. T. 
McAllister, President of the Manti Temple, to President Anthon H. Lund. 

“Referring to Ireland and your visit to the Irish Conference, I agree 
with you that it is a good land for our missionaries to work in. While 
laboring in the South Wiltshire and Land’s End Conferences of England, 
on October 21, 1854, I received an appointment from President Franklin 
D. Richards to labor in Ireland under the direction of Elder James 
Ferguson, President of the Irish Mission. I paid my farewell visit to 
the Saints among whom I was laboring and arrived in Liverpool Novem- 
ber 3, being there kindly received and entertained by the Saints of that 
place. On the 9th, with Elders Daniel Spencer and John S. Fullmer, I 
took steamer Waterloo for Belfast. I can testify that it is a good place 
to labor in. We had some opposition from the authorities and others, but 
this was hardly worth mentioning. On November 12 we held conference 
in the Philharmonic Rooms, 64 Victoria Street, with Elder Patrick Lynch 
Presiding. Elder Edward Reid (now of Manti) was clerk of the confer- 
ence. I was afterwards chosen to succeed Elder Lynch in the presidency 
of the Belfast Conference. We had a glorious time and the speakers 
ministered to us by the Holy Ghost. I commenced my labors with all 
my might, mind, and strength. The conference embraced the province of 
Ulster taking in the towns and villages between Belfast and Londonderry 
and on to Crom Castle; also Clontibret, Monaghan, and Armagh. I met 
Lord Erne, a plain nice gentleman, while walking through his grounds. 
How the old time comes over me! Brother Edward Reid met me in 
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Londonderry where we visited together a short time, he having been 
appointed to labor as Traveling Elder with me. We baptized quite a 
number, among them Charles York Taggart, of Taggart and Chamberlain, 
Salt Lake City. This was on August 24,1855. January 31, 1856, Brother 
Ferguson and inyself bade the Saints farewell and took steamer for Liver- 
pool via Fleetwood. I visited my old missionary field in England, crossed 
over into Wales and then to Scotland where I received word informing me 
that I was to leave those lands. My first mission was three and a half 
years frum the time I left the valley until my return—a long time ago, but 
the recollection of it is still fresh in my mind.” 


APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION. 


“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? as itis written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” Rom. x: 14, 
15. 

“Tf any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth.” 1 Peter iv: 11. 

“And no man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron.” Heb. v: 4. 

It is contended by the Anglican Church that that church alone is in 
possession of the Apostolic Succession. That the Apostles consecrated 
bishops, and they in turn, other bishops, and these again, their successors, 
and so on, in unbroken succession, to the present day, and to the present 
Anglican episcopate. 

It is also contended that no one is authorized to administer any of the 
ordinances of the Church of Christ unless he has obtained authority by 
and through episcopal hands. 

The Church of Rome disputes the claim of the Anglican Church, assert- 
ing the succession to be, where it has been from the days of Peter, with 
her. 

The dissenting churches deny that either of the above named churches 
is in possession of the succession. In fact, deny any succession, and claim 
that the ministry consists “in the true succession of faithful men and 
sound doctrine.” 

It will be noticed that the lines that divide them are very clearly drawn, 
the right very distinctly announced on one side, and as positively denied 
by the other. ; 

We can readily assent to this proposition; if these churches are what 
they claim to be, then they are in possession of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with all its powers and privileges; the authority they claim, and the 
doctrine they preach, are sanctioned of Heaven, and they must have 
received that authority, these powers and privileges, from the properly 
constituted authorities, going back to those, or the ones divinely com- 
missioned by Jesus Christ. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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It seems strange that professing Christians, ministers of the Gospel of so 
many of the religious sects, all claiming to believe in the Bible, and pro- 
fessing to take it as their rule of faith and all-sufficient guide, should deny 
the necessity of an authorized ministry to any further extent than that 
the applicant for “holy orders” should himself “feel” that he is called of 
God 


In all cases, Jesus Christ conferred the power of teaching, preaching, and 
the administration of the ordinances, by special commission. “And he 
ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send 
them forth to preach.” Mark iii: 14. “Verily I say unto you, Whatso- 
ever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven.” Matt. xviii: 18. 
Here was an ordination to the office, conferring the powers that belong 
to the office. They did not choose themselves, they did not set themselves 
apart. Christ says: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he 
may give it you.” 1John xv: 16. The Apostles took the same view of 
the nature and extent of their calling and ministry. Paul says: “Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 2 Cor. v: 20. 
Whenever the Apostles appointed persons to fill positions in the Church 
they set them apart, by the laying on of hands. (Acts vi: 6. xii: 3.) 

Asserting as we do, the necessity of an authorized ministry, let us see 
whether either the Roman or Anglican Church can rightfully claim title 
to the honor. 

If it is true that either of the above churches is endowed with the same 
ecclesiastical powers that Peter had, or that Peter and Paul exercised, it is 
very important that we should know it, because, if there be an Apostolic 
commission, limited to a specific succession distinct from the company of 
the faithful people, (which the dissenters claim to be the succession, with 
a@ succession of sound doctrine,) then the administration of baptism 
attaches to it alone, whatever else does or does not, nearly all religious 
sects believing in some sort of baptism. The commission to the disciples 
being to make disciples and to baptize is rarely questioned. The dis- 
senters admit that “it is quite true that the early fathers do speak of an 
apostolic succession, but they do not mean a succession of bishops, but of 
Churches and of doctrine.” And they claim that “The test of apostolicity 
is not an uninterrupted prelatical succession, but soundness in the faith. 
The continuity of the Church, and the succession of the churches are 
employed by these writers solely to exhibit preservation of doctrine and 
the careful and honest guardianship of the Scriptures.” 

It has been denied by a great many writers that Peter was ever at Rome, 
and asserted that it is only a guess, and certainly no more than a guess, 
that he was truly a bishop of Rome. 

The Catholic Church to prove the Roman episcopacy of St. Peter calls to 
its aid the writings of the fathers. St. Augustine wrote: “I am held in 
communion of the Catholic Church by * * the succession of 
Prelates from the very chair of the Apostle Peter. * * For if 
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the order of bishops succeeding from one another is to be considered, how 
much more surely and really beneficially do we reckon from Peter himself? 
* * For to Peter succeeded Linus.” 

St. Jerome in a.p. 390 said “that Simon Peter Prince of the Apostles 
went to Rome in the 2nd year of Claudius, to defeat Simon Magus, and 
there held the episcopal chair twenty-five years, down to the last year of 
Nero. That he suffered martyrdom there, and was buried on the Vatican 
Hill.” 

St. Hegesippus (a.p. 165) and St. Epiphanius, (4.D. 385,) say: “The suc- 
cession of the Bishops of Rome was in the following order: Peter and 
Paul, Linus and Cletus, Clement, Evaristus,” etc. 

Eusebius says: “Paul is therefore said to have been beheaded at Rome, 
and Peter to have been crucified under him. And this account is confirmed 
by the fact, that the names of Peter and Paul still remain in the ceme- 
teries of that city even to this day.” 

As another proof that Peter was at Rome, reference is made to his own 
words in 1 Peter v: 13: “The church which is at Babylon saluteth you.” 
It is claimed—and the authorities seem to incline that way—that by 
Babylon the Apostle intended to indicate Rome. It seems hardly probable 
that the literal Babylon was intended. 

We may very well admit that Peter and Paul founded the Church at 
Rome. The writings of the Fathers all tend that way, but that by no 
means proves that Peter was a bishop, and had successors. Peter was one 
of the Apostles. If the Pope succeeded to the position of Peter, then he 
must have succeeded to the apostleship. If Peter was occupying for 
twenty-five years the position of bishop claimed for him, it seems very 
strange that he and his fellow-laborer Paul do not indicate anything of 
the kind in all their writings. St. Luke in the “Acts” is entirely silent 
on this subject. But it is claimed that the Savior made it very plain who 
and what Peter was when he said, “that thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church.” In his “Life of Christ” Canon Farrar punctures 
this claim as follows: “Let him who will wade through all the controversy 
necessitated by the memorable perversion of this memorable text, which 
runs as an inscription round the interior of the great dome of St. Peter’s. 
But little force is needed to overthrow the strange inverted pyramids of 
argument which have been built upon it. Were it nota matter of history, 
it would have been deewed incredible that on so baseless a foundation 
should have been rested the fantastic claim that abnormal power should 
be conceded to the bishops of a church which almost certainly St. Peter 
did not found, and in a city in which there is no indisputable proof that 
_ he ever set his foot.” 

With great respect for the learning and liberality of Dean Farrar, can 
we not ask him where he obtained his authority and whether he does not, 
in fact, trace the succession to the office he to-day holds, down from St. 
Peter through the Roman Catholic Church? 

Let us pass by the question for the present as to whether Peter was, or 
was not, the first bishop of Rome. If we follow down the history of those 
who claimed to be his successors we soon come in contact with some fatal 
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elements of uncertainty. Trace the succession down the centuries, and we 
lose it again and again. The Homilies of the Anglican Church affirm that 
the Catholic Church, that is to say, its “Laity and Clergy, all sects and 
degrees, were drowned in abominable idolatry, most detested of God and 
damnable to man, for the space of 800 years.” 

There is no doubt that the church became abominably corrupt; that 
contradiction and confusion abounded. Sometimes two, and at one time 
three rival Popes claimed the supremacy, and demanded the allegiance of 
the votaries of the Church of Rome. These rivals excommunicated each 
other, and the adherents of one were anathematized and excommunicated 
by the other, each annulled and denied the validity of the ordinations 
and administration of the ordinances of the Church until—as has been 
stated by good authority—“matters had come to such a pitch in Rome 
that for twenty years the Christian religion has been interrupted and 
extinguished in Italy. * * It was self evident that in Rome all 
sure knowledge in the doctrine of ordination was lost.” Another authority 
says, that “if the succession could be traced, if it could be demonstrated 
beyond all doubt, it would be absolutely worthless. The alleged succession 
was carried down through some of the vilest and wickedest men that ever 
defiled God’s earth. We will not defile our pages by citing instances, but 
Popes have been guilty of almost every crime that can be committed under 
the sun,—murder, adultery, simony, the prostitution of ecclesiastical rank 
to the basest and most worldly uses, the grossest of physical indulgences, 
and even a scarcely veiled atheism. These things are notorious. Scarcely 
an attempt at contradiction is made by reputable Roman Catholics.” 

A. SAXEY. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


UTAH NEWS. 


| (Summarized from Territoria papers. ) 
The Utah Press association held an interesting conference at Provo recently. 


Judge J. R. Letcher has resigned as chairman of the Utah Commission, and Judge 
Norrell has been elected to that position. The reasons for the step are not given. 


The Young Men’s and Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associations, and the 
Relief Societies, of Salt Lake Stake, have been indulging in excursions about the middle 
of last month. 


Meltiar Hatch, a member of the Mormon Battalion, died at his home in Mammoth, 
Juab County, on July 8. He was nearly 70 years old, and had held many responsible 
positions in the Church. 

The Utah Commission has appointed the county registrars for the annual registering 
preparatory to the coming November election. The most of the deputy registrars in the 
precincts have also been named. 

Seventy men and fifteen teams are at work on the Nebo reservoir in the neighborhood 
of Nephi. It is claimed that thirty thousand acres of land will be brought under cultiva- 
tion by the water from this source. 

The time of the Union Pacific train service has been shortened two hours and ten 
minutes between Salt Lake City and Denver, so that a person can now pass from one 
capital to the other in ten minutes less than twenty-four hours. 


—— 
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Mrs. M. P. Spencer, of Salt Lake City, recently entertained a goodly party of aged 
ladies in a genuinely social way. The youngest guest was 77 years of age and the eldest 
98. The father of the latter lady died at the advanced age of 104. 

A unique feature of the celebration of the fourth of July in Ogden was a speech by 
Samuel Kahn aged 14 years on the subject, ‘‘ How Valuable is the sacred Foundation of 
Liberty.” The boy bas appeared in public on several occasions before. 


On the 24th of June the Caledonian Society spent their 9th annual outing at Calder’s 
Park. Many out door sports, such as foot and cycle racing, jumping, etc., afforded 
exciting amusement until evening when a dance terminated the happy day. It is nigh 
useless to mention that the irrepressible bag-pipe was there to complete the affair. 


The Utah students at Harvard College are doing excellent work. H. A. Anderson 
who has been studying medicine for three years has received creditable mention in all his 
examinations, and Caleb A. Tanner, who has taken a course in geology and kindred 
sciences, has been offered a position in the United States geological survey, the faculty 
of the institution having designated him as the best qualified student for that purpose. It 
is unknown whether he will accept the position or not. 


A. H. Thatcher of Rich Hill, Missouri, has lately been visiting Utah and reports that 
he has in his possession an old anvil made in 1406—86 years before America was dis- 
covered. He obtained it at an auction sale of goods of a deceased man into whose hands 
it came from one of the Latter-day Saint emigrants who left for Utah at the time of the 
Nauvoo exodus. Mr. Thatcher is trying to discover the name of the emigrating family, 
that if possible a history of the relic may be obtained. It has taken first prize at several 
fairs, as being the oldest relic on exhibition. 


The Hotels of Salt Lake City were filled to their utmost capacity during the middle of 
last month. The cause of this increased business was the visit of several hundred teachers 
who went from Denver after the adjournment of the National Teachers’ Association. 
Over one thousand members of the teaching profession took advantage of the opportunity 
to visit Utah. They were shown the most interesting places, and visited many of the 
fine school houses in Salt Lake City, expressing astonishment and pleasure on seeing the 
latter, which were much beyond what they had been led to expect. 


Judge H. W. Smith has decided that the school tax law regarding the raising of revenue 
for school purposes in cities of the first and second class is invalid, owing to the fact that the 
officer whose duties it was to attend to a part of the collection work (the city collector) 
was legislated out of existence at the same time as the tax law was passed. The last 
legislature failed to notice the discrepancy, and hence it was left on the statute books. 
Salt Lake City, Ogden, Provo, and Logan are the places which will be affected, and it is 
not yet known what will be done to keep the schools in these cities running next year. 
Some have suggested that an extra session of the Legislature be called, but thus for it has 
not gone beyond suggestion. 

The regular annual old folks’ excursion took place on July 11, the place where the day 
was spent being Pleasant Grove. There were eighteen cars placed at the disposal of the 
committee, and these were well filled with the the aged ones and their attendants. Over 
twelve hundred persons above the age of 70 went from Salt Lake County, and it was 
estimated that twenty-five hundred otbers from the vicinity of Pleasant Grove were in 
attendance. Among those over 90 was Mrs. Margaret Pfoutz who was at Haun’s Mill 
when the terrible massacre at that place was enacted. Several of the Apostles and other 
leading officers in the Church took part in the proceedings. This makes the twenty-first 
gathering of this kind, the like of which is unknown outside of Utah; one has been held 
each year beginning with 1875. As usual the only qualification necessary to entitle a 
person to a free ride on the street cars of Salt Lake City and in the train provided for the 
occasion was a badge indicating that the wearer was past 70, no distinction being made 
on account of race, color, religion, or worldly condition. The day passed without any 
accident or unpleasantness, and was pronounced entirely successful by all. 


